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The inaugural Gentlemen v. Players first-class cricket match was played in 1806, subsequently becoming an
annual fixture at Lord's between teams consisting of amateurs (the Gentlemen) and professionals (the
Players). The key difference between the amateur and the professional, however, was much more than the
obvious one of remuneration. The division was shaped by English class structure, the amateur, who received
expenses, being perceived as occupying a higher station in life than the wage-earning professional. The great
Yorkshire player Len Hutton, for example, was told he would have to go amateur if he wanted to captain
England. Gentlemen & Players focuses on the final ten years of amateurism and the Gentlemen v. Players
fixture, starting with Charles Williams' own presence in the (amateur) Oxbridge teams that included future
England captains such as Peter May, Colin Cowdrey, and M.J.K. Smith, and concluding with the abolition of
amateurism in 1962 when all first-class players became professional. The amateur innings was duly declared
closed. Charles Williams, the author of a richly acclaimed biography of Donald Bradman, has penned a vivid
social-history-cum-memoir that reveals an attempt to recreate a Golden Age in post-war Britain, one whose
expiry exactly coincided with the beginnings of top-class one-day cricket and a cricket revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Helen Turner:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can recognize everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Gentlemen & Players will make you to be
smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think that
will open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you trying to find best book or appropriate book with you?

April Cotton:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Gentlemen & Players is our
recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and need
in this era.

Regina Schubert:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may
be the e-book untitled Gentlemen & Players can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Michael Fischer:

This Gentlemen & Players is fresh way for you who has interest to look for some information as it relief your
hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who still having
tiny amount of digest in reading this Gentlemen & Players can be the light food for you because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form
that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve
form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book
especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the
idea! Just read this e-book variety for your better life and also knowledge.
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